
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

District Office – Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, February 24, 2020 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. James, chairperson; Dr. Collins, vice-chairperson; Mr. Fuller; 
Mrs. Lovern; Mr. Shannon; Mr. Smith; and Mrs. White.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Bain, superintendent; Mr. Camp, chief operations officer; Mrs. 
Jinnette, chief financial officer; Mrs. Dunlap, chief instructional officer; Mr. Sumter, chief 
human resources officer; Dr. Graham, executive director of early childhood/elementary 
instruction; Mr. Barr, director of Chester County Career Center; Dr. Graham, principal of 
Chester High School; Mrs. Houston, principal of Chester Middle School; Mrs. Taylor, 
principal of Chester Park Elementary School of Inquiry; Dr. Sanders, principal of Great 
Falls High School; Mrs. Snipes, principal of Lewisville High School; and Mr. Edmond, 
principal of Lewisville Middle School. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. James called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mr. Shannon gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 
Sec. 30-4-80(E), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The News & Reporter (Chester); The Herald (Rock Hill); WRBK 
Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News (Rock Hill). 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 On a motion by Mr. Shannon, seconded by Dr. Collins, the board voted unanimously  
(7-0) to approve the agenda as presented. 
  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Mrs. James announced the Public Comment section and read, as outlined in board 
policy, the procedure for addressing the board for Public Comment. 
 
 Ms. Anne Puccio addressed the board to express her thoughts about the schools 
and a future bond referendum.  Ms. Puccio commented that citizens want good schools in 
the communities, but the schools need to be equal.  She also commented that the citizens 
want value for the money that would be asked to be spent for schools. 
 
 Mrs. Janice Barnes addressed the board to make a request that the board be honest 
and open.  She asked that the board listen to the people of the communities and get them 
involved. 
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  Ms. Ellen Reid addressed the board.  She expressed her thoughts about the budget 
process and the need for all budgets to be available on the district website for public view 
prior to board work sessions.  Ms. Reid also informed the board that a FOIA request for 
information about the PR firm used for the bond referendum and the law firm used for a 
previous lawsuit would be handed out to the board, the superintendent and the media. 
  
 Mr. Reid Carrico addressed the board to share his opinion about the bond 
referendum.  He commented that the board could start fresh with a new plan for the 
schools and a new superintendent. 
 
 Ms. Monica Boyd addressed the board to express her appreciation of Dr. Bain for 
planting the seed to make sure the children were put first.  Ms. Boyd commented that the 
board members needed to prioritize what was good for the children and not what was 
good for their own agendas. 
 
 The Reverend Angela Boyd addressed the board to thank the board members for 
maintaining integrity and courage in adversarial situations.  Reverend Boyd also thanked 
the board members for their diligent work to prepare and bring a plan to the citizenry of 
Chester County to meet the needs of the student population. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Mr. Fuller, seconded by Mr. Smith, the board voted unanimously  
(7-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda. 
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  minutes of January 27, 
2020, and February 12, 2020, meetings; and overnight field trip requests. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent – Dr. Bain reported on the early dismissal of school on February 20, 
which was related to unsafe weather conditions.  She expressed her appreciation of the 
school principals, the senior staff, and the bus drivers for working together to get all the 
students home safe.   
 

 Operations Report – Mr. Camp reported that 254 work orders were completed since 
the last board meeting.  He also reported that the district radio system was updated from 
analogue to digital, and the radios in the buses and the radios issued to the principals, 
security and district office staffs were replaced with digital radios.  Mr. Camp reported that 
the security door entrance project was about 50 percent completed in the elementary and 
middle schools and was ready to start in the high schools.    

 

 Financial Report – Mrs. Jinnette presented the Comparative Monthly Financial 
Statement for the period July 1, 2019, through January 31, 2020 (Attachment A).  
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 She also presented the Budget Report by Fund – Object Level Detail for the period July 
1, 2019, through January 31, 2020 (Attachment B). 
 
  Mrs. Jinnette gave a brief update of the latest budget information from the state that 
included the teacher salary increase at $3,000 and the base student cost (BSC) increase 
at $11. 
 
  Mrs. Jinnette informed the board that requests to use facilities improvement funds    
by Great Falls High School and Lewisville High School for capital projects would be 
presented for action later in the meeting.  

 

 Instruction Report – Mrs. Dunlap with Dr. Tammy Graham and instructional staff 
members Mr. Hubert Jayakumar and Mrs. Sharon Yarbrough made a presentation.  The 
presentation provided information about the following:  academic calendar for 2020-2021, 
end-of-year events calendar, swimming and water safety program for all fourth graders 
districtwide, implementation of STEAM programs districtwide, pilot afterschool program 
Girls Who Code Club, and professional staff development.  
 

 Human Resources Report – Mr. Sumter gave a brief report on the Teacher 
Recruitment Fair held on February 1, 2020.  He thanked the board members for attending 
the recruitment fair. 

 
  Mr. Sumter recognized the Rock Star Teacher of the Month for January, Ms. 
Kimberly Clay from Great Falls Elementary School.  He presented the Rock Star Teacher 
of the Month tee shirt to Ms. Clay.  
 

DISCUSSION 

 Land purchase discussion – The board held a discussion concerning the purchase 
of land suitable for future capital projects. During the discussion, Mr. Fuller recommended 
that the board go ahead and purchase the land that was previously approved for 
purchase.  Mr. Fuller, Mr. Shannon, Mrs. White and Mrs. James were all in agreement for 
the purchase of land previously approved.  Mrs. Lovern, Mr. Smith and Dr. Collins gave 
comments that the land purchase should not be made until a new superintendent was 
hired. 

 

 Next step for building plans – Ms. Frannie Heizer, bond attorney, discussed 
options for the next step for building plans.  She explained that the board has the authority 
to issue up to 8 percent in debt and pay it back, then borrow again.  Ms. Heizer pointed 
out that 8 percent debt was in the range of $9 million, but the debt capacity could be $10 
million. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mrs. Lovern, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to go into executive session. 

 
 The board entered executive session at 7:25 p.m. for certified personnel hiring 
recommendations and resignations discussion. 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Mr. Fuller, seconded by Mr. Shannon, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to return to open session. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Certified personnel hiring recommendations – On a motion by Mrs. White, 
seconded by Dr. Collins, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the certified 
personnel hiring recommendations as presented (Attachment C). 

 

 Lewisville High School and Great Falls Capital Project requests – On a motion 
by Mrs. Lovern, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the 
Lewisville High School and Great Falls Capital Project requests as presented. 

 

 Approval of land purchase – On a motion by Mr. Fuller, seconded by Mrs. White,* 
the board voted 4-3 to approve the land purchase as recommended.  Mr. Fuller, Mrs.  
White, Mr. Shannon and Mrs. James voted in favor of the motion.  Mrs. Lovern, Mr. Smith 
and Dr. Collins opposed. 

 

 Academic Calendar for 2020-2021 – On a motion by Mrs. White, seconded by Dr. 
Collins, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the academic calendar for 2020-
2021 as presented. 

 

 Board Meeting Calendar for 2020-2021 – On a motion by Mrs. White, seconded by 
Dr. Collins, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the Board Meeting Calendar for 
2020-2021 as presented. 

 

 Act 155/207 diploma request – On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mrs. 
White, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the Act 155/207 request for a state 
high school diploma as presented. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mr. Shannon moved, and Mrs. White seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
    
 

* See page 6 
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 The meeting adjourned at 8 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Angela H. Bain, PhD, SPHR 
Executive Secretary 
 
________________________________ 
(Mrs.) Maggie J. James 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Regular Meeting 
February 24, 2020 
Page 6 
 

 
 At its regular monthly meeting on August 24, 2020, the Chester County Board of 
School Trustees voted to amend the minutes of the February 24, 2020, meeting on page 4 
under the Action Items section to clarify the motion made for Approval of land purchase.  
The amendment to the minutes on page 4 under the Action Items session, Approval of 
land purchase, was as follows:  “. . . to amend the February 24, 2020, meeting minutes, 
with respect to the approval of land purchase action item, which land purchase was 
previously approved at the September 23, 2019, and October 28, 2019, meetings.  The 
minutes should be amended to clarify that the land acquisition approval at the February 
24, 2020, meeting approval refers to the approximately 100-acre property comprised of 
two parcels (079-00-00-003-000 and 079-00-00-052-000) off Lancaster highway for a 
purchase price based on $15,000.00 per acre, plus $75,000.00 for the existing structure, 
which was discussed and unanimously approved at the September 23, 2019, and October 
28, 2019, meetings.”   Therefore, the minutes of February 24, 2020, were amended to 
clarify the motion Approval of land purchase on page 4 under the Action Items section to 
read as follows: 
 

        Mr. Fuller moved, and Dr. Collins seconded, to amend the February 24, 
2020, meeting minutes, with respect to the approval of land purchase action item, 
which land purchase was previously approved at the September 23, 2019, and 
October 28, 2019, meetings.  The minutes should be amended to clarify that the 
land acquisition approval at the February 24, 2020, meeting approval refers to the 
approximately 100-acre property comprised of two parcels (079-00-00-003-000 
and 079-00-00-052-000) off Lancaster highway for a purchase price based on 
$15,000.00 per acre, plus $75,000.00 for the existing structure, which was 
discussed and unanimously approved at the September 23, 2019, and October 
28, 2019, meetings.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 

 


